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(54) Finger guard for a door 

(57) A safety- attachment for a door 
comprises a strip^l of stiff but flexible 
material-rathef orm of a web 2-4 having at 
its outeredges flanges 5,6, one of which 5 is 
attachedito the door face and the other to 
thejam&9. The attachment 1 assumes an 
extended form bridging the gap between 
the doQc edge and the jamb 9 when the 
doorZTsopen and a contracted form with 
the wfib2-4 in a substantially closed 
configuration extending outwardly from 
the gap in the closed position of the door 7 
whereby insertion and trapping of 
mein^ibers such as a child's fingers in the 
gapduring doorclosing may be prevented. 
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SPECIFICATION 

Safety attachment for a door 

5 The subject of this invention is a safety attach nnent 
for fitting to a door and is intended to prevent the 
accidental rnsertion of fingers into the hinge portion of 
thedoor whenthe door is open with the consequent 
darrgertothefmgers becoming jammed. Children are 

10 particularly pronetothisform of accident. 

The invention also includes a door assembly 
incorporating the safety attachment. 

An attachment according to the invention compris- 
es a stripof stiff but flexible material folded to present 

1 5 two leaves connected along adjacent edges with the 
other edge of each leaf formed as a flange to be 
attachable respectively to tthe opening part of the 
door and the door jamb. 
The strip may be formed of plastics material of a 

20 typewhich while being rigid also allows of some 
degree of flexing or may be formed of a thin strip of 
flexible metallic material. 

The two leaves may be connected along their 
adjacent edges by a U-shaped portion or may be 

25 directly connected to one another i.e. by the strip 
being bent at a sharp angle along a longitudinal line to 
form two leaves. Where the two leaves are connected 
by a U-shaped portion the strip may be bent longitudi- 
nally about a small radius thereby forming two leaves. 

30 The flanges may be formed with a series of holes for 
the reception of nails such as panel pins to facilitate 
attach ment of th e st ri p. 

The invention also comprises a door assembly 
including a door hinged to a door case and an 

35 attachment consisting of a strip of stiff butflexible 
material formed as described, with one flange 
attached to the door proper and the otherto the jamb 
carrying the door hinges so that the attachment 
bridges the gap between the door proper and the 

40 jamb, the location of the attachment being such that 
when the door is closed the two leaves of the 
attachment are close to one another and substantially 
parallel. 

A practical embodiment of the invention is illus- 
45 trated in the accompanying drawings in which Fig. 1 is 
a sectional view of the safety attachment Fig. 2 shows 
the assem biy of a portion of a door proper and the 
door case and Fig. 3 is a section through the line 3-3 in 
Fig. 2. 

50 In thedrawingsl denotes a strip of stiff butflexible 
material folded along the line 2 to present two leaves 3 
and 4 which areftanged respectively at 5 and 6. 7 
denotes a door proper hinged atSto jambs9 and 10. 
The strip 1 isshown connected in place between the 

55 door proper atthe hinged edge and the adjacent door 
jamb 9..The strip is normally made of a length 
sufficient to prevent children of various heights from 
being able to insert their fingers into the gap between 
theedge of the door proper and the door jamb 9 when 



60 the door is open. 

In practice when the door is closed the two leaves 3 
and 4 are substantially parallel to one another and 
when the door is opened the leaves swing apart about 
th e bend line 2 so that they bridge the gap between the 

65 door proper and the door jamb. 
CLAIMS 

1 . A door assembly including a door having one 
edge hingedly connected to a doorcase and an 
attachment comprising a strip of stiff butflexible 

70 material intheform of a web having at its outer edges 
flange means, with one said flange means attached to 
the door face adjacent said edge remote from said 
hinges and the otherto thejamb carrying the door 
hinges at the jamb side remote from the hinges so that 

75 the attachement assumes an extended form bridging 
the gap between said door edge and said jamb when 
the door is open and a contracted form with the web in 
a substantially closed configuration extending out- 
wardly from the gap between said door edge and said 

80 jamb in the closed position of the door. 

2. A doorassemblyas claimed in claim 1 wherein 
the web is in the form of two generally planar leaves 
extending side-by-side longitudinally of the strip. 

3. Adoor assembly as claimed in claim 2 wherein 
85 the leaves are interconnected in a generally V-shaped 

configuration. 

4. A door assembly as claimed in claim 2 wherein 
the leaves are interconnected in a generally U-shaped 
configuration. 

90 5. A door assembly as claimed in any one of claims 
1 to 3 wherein the flange means extends outwardly of 
the web. 

6. A door assembly as claimed in any one of claims 
1 to 3 wherein the flange means extends inwardly of 

95 the web generally towards each other. 

7. A door assembly as claimed in any one of claims 
1 to 6 wherein the strip isof a stiff but flexible plastics . 
material. 

8. A door assembly as claimed in claim 7 wherein 
100 the strip is of polyvinylchloride. 

9. A door assembly as claimed in any one of claims 
1 to 8 wherein the strip extends substantially from the 
base of the door for at least half the height of the door. 

10. A door assembly as claimed in claim 1 wherein 
105 said web is formed and arranged and has a width so 

that in its extended form it has a widthwise generally 
convex configuration extending away from said gap 
and resistantto movement inwardly of the gap by the 
application of pressure to said web. 

110 11. An attachment for a door assembly according 
to claim 1 which attachment comprises a strip of stiff 
butflexible material folded to presenttwo leaves 
connected along adjacent edges with the other edge 
of each leaf provided with a flangeformed and 

115 arranged for attachmentto a respective oneof the 
opening part of the door and the door jamb. 

12. Adoorassemblyaccording to claim 1 substan- 
tially as described hereinbefore with particular refer- 
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ence to the accompanying drawing. 

13. An attachmentfor a door assembly according 
to claim 1 1 substantially as described hereinbefore 
with particular reference to the accompanying 
5 drawing. 

Printed in the United Kingdom for Her Majest/s Stationery Office, 8816935, 
10/84, 18936. Published at the Patent Office, 25 Southampton Buildings, 
London WC2A 1AY, from which copies may be obtained. 



